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Sir: 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the references, copies 
enclosed, which may qualify as prior art. For the Examiner's convenience, the 
references are listed on the attached form prepared by Applicants; this form is generally 
based on Patent and Trademark Office form PTO/SB/08a, but is not a USPTO form. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(a)(2)(ii), copies of cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
application publications are not included, but will be provided upon request. Copies of 
one foreign patent document and thirty two non-patent literature documents are 
enclosed herewith. 

This information is cited in a spirit of forthrightness and cooperation to enable the 
applicants to obtain that measure of protection for the invention to which there is 
entitlement. However, no representation is made that the listed art actually qualifies as 
prior art under the patent statute and the mere use of any accompanying form, whether 
such form is generated by Applicant or is a USPTO form, is not an admission that all 
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listed references are prior art. No representation is made that applicants know of the 
best art. 

Applicant would also like to draw the Examiner's attention to commonly-owned, 
pending U.S. applications 10/544,322, filed March 15, 2006, published as 
US2006/01 94927 and entitled "Functionalized Nanostructured Lyotropic Liquid Crystal 
Polymers" and 11/773,044, filed July 3, 2007 and entitled "Surfactants and 
Polymerizable Surfactants Based on Room Temperature Ionic Liquids That Form 
Lyotropic Liquid Crystal Phases with Water and Room Temperature Ionic Liquids". 
U.S. Patent Application publication US2006/01 94927 is listed on the attached form. 
Copies of these applications are not included, but will be provided upon request. 

It is believed that this submission does not require the payment of a fee. If this is 
not correct, please charge any required fee to deposit account no. 07-1969. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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